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ABSTRACT 



This Kids Count report examines national and statewide 
trends in the well-being of the nation's children. The statistical portrait 
is based on 10 indicators of well-being: (1) low birthweight infants; (2) 

infant mortality; (3) child death; (4) teen deaths by accident, homicide, and 
suicide; (5) teen birth rate; (6) number of teens who are high school 
dropouts; (7) teens not attending school and not working; (8) children living 
with parents who lack full-time, year-round employment; (9) children in 
poverty; and (10) families headed by a single parent. The report's overview 
includes descriptions of risk factors and exemplary models and strategies. 

The report indicates that between the mid 1980s and 1990s, there were 
increases in the percent of low birthweight infants, teen birth rate, percent 
of children living in poverty, and percent of families headed by a single 
parent. There were declines in infant and child mortality rates; percent of 
teens not attending school and not working; and percent of children living 
with parents who lack full-time, year-round employment. There was little 
change in the rate of teen deaths by accident, homicide, and suicide and the 
percent of teens who are high school dropouts. The bulk of the report is 
comprised of national and state profiles. National profiles include 
information on child health and social and economic characteristics; juvenile 
justice; family risk index; and trends for indicators. State rankings are 
provided for indicators . Three appendices provide standard scores and 
multi-year trend data and national composite ranks. Definitions, data 
sources, and criteria for selecting indicators are included. (KB) 
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homes where the head of the houselioki is not dren. Beyond the dignity-enhancing value of 

a high school graduate. Studies broadly indi- work, when a parent has secure employment, 
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problems because they have fewer physician We have concluded that growing up with 

visits each year, and they are less likely to four or more of the family risk factors in our 
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Counting and Locating Vulnerable Kids 

Nationally, there are 9-2 million children grow- 
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needs of severely disadvantaged kids. For sustained effectiveness provide tailored aid 

many of these children, our usual cluster of with a goal of not just helping the children, but 

uncoordinated, problem-focused remedial of helping the parents as well. Vulnerable fam- 

responses simply will not be strong enough to ilies need opportunities to develop their inher- 

change their futures. Some school improve- ent strengths, interact with other families that 
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may take years to help families who have been Exemplary Models and Strategies 
operating on the margins pull themselves back Some strategies that reflect these principles 
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training. In the Rebuilding Communities live. Tlie children whom we have highlighted 

Initiative (RCI), the Casey Foundation has in this report acquired their multiple risks 

The Stronger families become, worked with five communities (in Boston, through family disadvantages such as poverty, 

the better their chances of Philadelphia, the District of Columbia, Detroit, father absence, and welfare reliance. Tlie data 

and Denver) to maximize the impact of neigh- also tell us that many of the children who are 
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those living in troubled inner-city areas, attend rose in 14 states between 1985 and 1996, and it 

schools where graduating on lime with a good was unchanged in 5 others. In 1996 the high 

education is more the exception than the aile. school dropout rate ranged from a low of 4 
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A state’s National Composite Rank is determined 
by the sum of a state’s standing on each of 10 
measures of the condition of children arranged 
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National Indicator Maps: State Rates 
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National Indicator Maps: State Rates 




Percent of children living with parents who do not hove 
full-time, year-round employment: 1996* 
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National Indicator Maps: State Rates 





Percent of families with children headed by a single parent: 1996 
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